
Third Sunday after Epiphany 
January 22, 2023 

11:00 a.m. 
 

 

 
 

Jesus begins his public ministry by calling fishers to leave their nets and follow him. 

In Jesus the kingdom of God has come near. We who have walked in darkness have 

seen a great light. We see this light most profoundly in the cross—as God suffers 

with us and all who are oppressed by sickness, sin, or evil. Light dawns for us as we 

gather around the word, the font, and the holy table. We are then sent to share the 

good news that others may be “caught” in the net of God’s grace and mercy. 

    
Ascension Lutheran Church 

827 Wildwood Avenue 

Columbia, South Carolina 29203 

803-786-6429 

ascension.office827@gmail.com 

The Reverend Jackie Utley 
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WELCOME VISITORS  

We are glad you are here!  

*The Lutheran Liturgical Service is meant to be interactive. You will be able to  

   follow & participate in today’s Order of Service using this Bulletin. There are    

   helpful instructions italicized throughout but please ask a neighbor or the Usher if  

   you have any questions.  

*We invite you to partake in the Lord’s Supper (Holy Communion.) Juice and 

   gluten free wafers are available.  

*Please fill out the attendance slip and place in the Offering Plate. 

*We welcome and encourage children in the Sanctuary. However, there is a 

   Nursery located at the very end of the main hallway.  

*The Women’s Restroom is located through the left door, continuing through The 

   Choir Room, then to the left. A Unisex/Handicap Restroom is located through the  

   right door and is immediately to the left. 

*All activities (choirs, lunch groups, bible study, etc.) are open to all. You do not 

   have to be a member to participate.  

*If you have interest or questions about membership, contact Pastor Jackie Utley 

   at 803-786-6429 or jackie.utley@gmail.com 

 
 

SAFETY PROCEDURES 
 

*Masks are optional but strongly encouraged if you are unvaccinated. 
 

*We have a large space and will continue to promote social distancing  

as we do have members who are immunocompromised.  
 

*Please sanitize hands upon entering Sanctuary. 
 

*“Passing the Peace” will be shared verbally, staying in your pew. 
 

* Continue to social distance when coming up to receive communion. 

 

mailto:jackie.utley@gmail.com
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SERVING ASCENSION TODAY 
Parish Pastor: The Reverend Jackie Utley   Crucifer: Billy Browder 

Parish Musician: Gregory Stone          Usher: Billy Browder 

Lector & Asst. Minister: Brian Smith      

Communion Assistant: Laura Browder 

 

NOTICES 

 
TODAY 

Sunday, January 22, 2023 – Third Sunday after Epiphany  

• 11:00 AM Holy Communion Service.  

o Evangelical Lutheran Worship Hymnal (ELW – “cranberry” colored 

hymnal)  

• Congregational Meeting immediately following worship 

• 4:00 PM Annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Service & Potluck Meal 
 

 

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God by the Members of Ascension. 

 

THIS WEEK 

Wednesday, January 25, 2023 

• 5:00 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

• 6:00 PM Handbell Choir Rehearsal 

 

NEXT SUNDAY 

Sunday, January 29, 2023 – Fourth Sunday after Epiphany  

• 11:00 AM Holy Communion Service 
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PRELUDE   Arise and Shine in Splendor                Johannes Brahms 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Stand as you are able.  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins. 

 

Pastor Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who makes all things new, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 
 

Pastor Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Pastor Holy One, source of our renewal, 

All  we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 

and cannot free ourselves. 

We have not practiced your righteousness. 

Our hearts have turned away from you. 

For the sake of the world you so love, forgive us, 

that we may be reconciled to one another 

for the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

Pastor Thus says our God: 

“The former things have come to pass 

and new things I now declare.” 

God’s mercy makes us new. 

We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. 

All  Amen. 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN   ELW  715   Christ, Be Our Light 
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APOSTOLIC GREETING 

Pastor  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

All  And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor  Let us pray. 

Lord God,  

your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after us.  

All Summon us into your light, and direct our steps  

in the ways of goodness that come through the cross  

of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 

 

We Sit. 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:1-4 
1There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former 

time [the LORD] brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of 

Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the land 

beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 2The people who walked in darkness have 

seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness— on them light has 

shined. 3You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice 

before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. 4For 

the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their 

oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 

Lector The Word of the Lord.  

All  Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM:  Psalm 27:1, 4-9 

Lector  1The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear? 

     The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 
 

All  4One thing I ask of the LORD; one thing I seek; that I may dwell in the  

house of the LORD all the days of my life; to gaze upon the beauty of    

the LORD and to seek God in the temple. 
 

Lector   5For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter, 

    hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high 

   upon a rock.     
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All  6Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who surround me. 

  Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing;  

           I will sing and make music to the LORD.  
 

Lector  7Hear my voice, O LORD, when I call;  

        have mercy on me and answer me. 
 

All  8My heart speaks your message— “Seek my face.” 

     Your face, O LORD, I will seek. 
 

Lector  9Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in anger. 

          Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not,  

       O God of my salvation.  

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
10Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

that all of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that 

you be united in the same mind and the same purpose. 11For it has been reported to 

me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you, my brothers and 

sisters. 12What I mean is that each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to 

Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” 13Has Christ been 

divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14I 

thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15so that no one 

can say that you were baptized in my name. 16(I did baptize also the household of 

Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone else.) 17For Christ 

did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent 

wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power. 18For the 

message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 

being saved it is the power of God. 
 

Lector The Word of the Lord.  

All  Thanks be to God. 
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We stand 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION FOR TIME OF EPIPHANY 

 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 4:12-23 

Pastor The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 4th chapter 

All  Glory to you, O Lord! 
 

12Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 13He 

left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of 

Zebulun and Naphtali, 14so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah 

might be fulfilled: 15“Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the road by the sea, 

across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 16the people who sat in darkness have 

seen a great light, and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has 

dawned.” 17From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of 

heaven has come near.” 18As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, 

Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for 

they were fishermen. 19And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fish 

for people.” 20Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 21As he went from 

there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the 

boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. 
22Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed him. 23Jesus went 

throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good news of 

the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among the people. 
 

Pastor The Gospel of the Lord! 

All  Praise to you, O Christ! 
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We Sit 

SERMON  
 

A brief moment of silence for reflection. 

 

We Stand. 

HYMN OF THE DAY    ELW   799   Come, Follow Me, the Savior Spake 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

Asst. Min.  As the called people of God,  

we profess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
 

All   I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried; he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 
 

SONG OF PETITION 

The following will be sung before the Prayers of Intercession. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

The Prayers of Intercession are “The Prayers of the People.” Therefore, we invite 

Lay members, visitors, and children to read the prayers marked “Lay Person.” 

After each petition: Pastor/Lay Person: “Merciful God,” All: “receive our prayer.” 
 

Pastor  Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and 

all in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Lay Person Make your church one in purpose, proclaiming the message of the 

cross. Help us to work together across differences. Energize 

ecumenical partnerships, including the World Council of Churches 

and Lutheran World Federation. Merciful God, 

All receive our prayer. 

 

Lay Person  We rejoice at the bounty of your creation. Fill the land and sea 

with your abundance. Bless harvests in the southern hemisphere 

and fallow fields in the northern hemisphere. Equip farmers to till 

and keep the earth sustainably. Merciful God, 

All   receive our prayer. 

 

Lay Person In Christ your reign comes near and calls all to repentance. Break 

the rod of the oppressor in every nation. Dispel the shadow of 

death in places of war and persecution. Grant us leaders who lift 

the yokes that burden those in need. Merciful God, 

All receive our prayer. 

 

Lay Person  Sustain the ministries of this congregation and all churches in this 

community. Nurture each congregation’s unique witness to your 

presence; foster mutual respect; inspire our cooperation in loving 

our neighbors. Merciful God, 

All   receive our prayer. 

 

 

(Prayers continue next page) 
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Pastor        Be a stronghold for those in trouble and a rock for all who are afraid. 

Rouse communities to care for neighbors who need shelter, are facing 

maltreatment, or are isolated and lonely. We especially pray for these 

members of our Church Family who are in the hospital, at home, or in 

care centers. Comfort their hearts and ours with your powerful presence:  
 

All  Tommy Boozer  Margarie Lever         Gene & Johann Roof  

Donna Clark  Pat Martin          Debbie Shumpert 

Ava Hudson   Lisa Mosely          Charlene Van Patten  

David Lever  Delores Richardson         Dorothy Van Patten  
 

Pastor And for those others we name aloud now on our lips or silently  

in our hearts… Merciful God, 

All  receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

Pastor  We praise you for the faithful who have gone ahead of us, both famous 

and unknown. Help us to leave our nets and follow, and bring us with 

them to the fullness of your promise of eternal life. Merciful God, 

All  receive our prayer. 

 

Pastor  We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and 

power revealed in Christ crucified. 

All  Amen. 

 

PEACE 

Pastor The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

All  And also with you. 

The people may greet one another verbally with “Peace be with you” or similar 

words from their pews while social distancing.  

 

We Sit 

OFFERING      Jesus Shall Reign  arr. Lula Ramsdell & Robert Groth 

                 The Ascension Ringers 
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Stand as you are able 

OFFERING SONG  The “Clapping” Doxology   (All sing with clapping) 

Praise God, from whom all blessing flow; 

Praise him, all creatures here below; 

Praise him above, ye heav’nly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. (Repeat all and add: Amen!) 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Asst. Min.  Let us pray. 

         Liberating God, 

you break the bonds of injustice 

and let the oppressed go free. 

All  Receive these offerings in thanksgiving 

for all your works of merciful power, 

and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. 

You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, 

Amen. 

 

 

+ DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION + 
 

 
 

This meal is the Lord’s Supper of grace and is open to ALL Christians of 

any background or denomination. As Lutheran Christians, we believe in 

Christ’s true presence in, with, and under the elements. When giving the 

bread, the Pastor says, “The body of Christ, given for you.” When giving 

the cup, the Assistant says, “The blood of Christ, shed for you.” Each 

person may respond with “Amen.” 
 

If you require a gluten-free wafer or prefer grape juice, please let the 

Pastor know.  
 

Children who have not received communion instruction are invited to 

come forward for a blessing. 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

 
 

PREFACE FOR TIME OF EPIPHANY 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of 

the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water 

turned to wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 

church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

Pastor Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

gave  thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

   Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

   Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

       shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

       Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory. 

 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

All  Amen. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Pastor Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

All  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom  

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever.  

Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Pastor Come and taste the joy of God! 

 
The Usher will invite each person to come up the center aisle to receive Holy 

Communion or a blessing. When giving the bread and cup, the communion 

ministers say, “The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for 

you.” and each person may respond, “Amen.” After taking communion, depart 

down the side aisles. Please maintain appropriate social distance throughout.  

 

LAMB OF GOD 

 
 

 

COMMUNION   ACS   1085   Hope of the World 

 

 

(Insert next page) 
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After all have returned to their places, stand as you are able. 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  

strengthen us and keep us in his grace. 

All  Amen 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Asst. Min.  Let us pray. 

         Holy One, 

  we thank you for the healing that springs forth  

abundantly from this table.  

All   Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness,  

and journey humbly with you. 

Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

Pastor The God who faithfully brings forth justice  

and breaks the oppressor’s rod 

☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you,  

Today and always. 

 All  Amen 

 

SENDING HYMN  ELW   671   Shine, Jesus, Shine 

 

DISMISSAL 

Pastor Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. Do justice. 

All  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

Members, please move towards the front of the Sanctuary for the scheduled 

Congregational Meeting. 

 

 

 

 
The service consist of liturgy is from Evangelical Lutheran Worship and from The Rev. Thomas L. Weitzel. From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021. Augsburg Fortress. All 

rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #33678. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian 

Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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PRAYER LIST – Our members, family, and friends with current needs: 

Kelvin Bassard, relative of Phyllis Hutchinson 

Pat Harwell, sister-in-law of Joyce Browder 

Eleanor Jenkins, grandmother of Lily Jenkins 

Jan Folsom, Neighbor of the Church 

Debra Butler 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Stewardship/Receipts for Sunday, January 15, 2023:  Attendance: 22 

Program      $1,070.00 

Loose      $     40.00 

“Souper Bowl” Service Project  $   110.00 

Hispanic Outreach Donation  $   564.00 

Lutheran Men in Mission (LMM)  $     20.00 

Scana Settlement    $   222.10 

Music Ministry     $     40.00  

Total      $2,950.00 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

JANUARY SERVICE PROJECT 
Between now and Super Bowl Sunday, February 12th, 

we will be collecting non-perisable food items for 

“Keepin’ It Real” a ministry “…dedicated to assisting 

the homeless and less fortunate on their individual 

journeys toward recovery, through the stabilizing and 

life changing power of the good news of Jesus Christ.” Monetary 

donations can come through the offering or placed in the “Souper Bowl” 

that will be out on February 12th. Don’t forget to mark your offering 

envelopes with “Service Project” or “Super Bowl.” Gift cards to local 

grocery stores or wal-mart also accept.  Items most needed are items easily 

opened without can openers and other utensils: 
 

- Easy open pouches of tuna/chicken 

- Pop-top cans of meats/Vienna sausages  

- Granola/fruit/breakfast bars 

- Individual packs of crackers/cookies/raisins/nuts/beef jerky  
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Ascension Lutheran Church presents   
 

The 11th Annual  
Martin Luther King, Jr.  
Community Celebration 

January 22, 2023 
4:00 p.m. 

 
 

Please join us as we honor and celebrate the life and legacy 
of The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  

with an Ecumenical Worship Service & Community Potluck 
Fellowship Meal. 

 

Ascension is thankful to be collaborating with Father Raphiell Ashford and 
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church. We welcome Father Ashford and the St. 
Luke’s Choir to Ascension.  
 

Please plan to stay and fellowship with one another after the service during 
a potluck meal. Bring your favorite dish to share with the community.  

 

Ascension Lutheran Church  
829 Wildwood Ave, Columbia, SC 29203 ~ 803-786-6429 

The Reverend Jackie Utley, Pastor 
Mr. Greg Stone, Parish Musician 

 


